
Easter Eve and Other New Things 
By: Deborah Lewis 

When alumni stop through Wesley, they ask about spring break trips and weekly dinners 
and life in the Cottage. I end up confirming that things are (mostly) as folks remember them: 
Yes, we still offer weekly meals for students all semester long….but now they are free to 
students and this year we moved them to Tuesday nights. The combination of beloved 
tradition and openness to change and innovation is one of the best things about campus 
ministry at Wesley. 

Almost everyone asks about Easter sunrise at Humpback. A few years back the crowds got too big for us to 
maintain the Easter sunrise tradition. The word was out and too many other Wahoos were also gathering up 
top. The last time we did it, there were well over 100 people perched up there and it was frightening. So I 
made the call that the tradition Jim McDonald and friends began in the 1970s would come to an end, at least 
in that incarnation. For a couple of years we tried different spots around town for sunrise, none with the 
appeal of Humpback. This year, we decided to reach back to our Jewish and early Christian roots, beginning 
the holy day the evening before with an “Easter Eve” sunset hike and worship service. What started as an 
annoying problem (too many folks found our spot and co-opted our tradition), became a surprisingly 
meaningful new thing. As the first service of Easter, we remembered and reaffirmed our baptisms in a service 
of scripture, song, and silence. It felt strange to start singing “Christ the Lord is risen today” on Saturday night 
but we did it anyway, for one verse, saving the others for morning. 

This year, when I’m preaching in the district or attending conference gatherings, people also ask about 
“Charlottesville” or “August.” I hope it’s not something they’ll have to keep asking from year to year, like they 
do with Easter and spring break. But we’ve been taking our response to those acts of hatred and white 
supremacy seriously. I’ve spent time with individuals and the group, processing and praying about what 
happened and what our call to love our neighbors means in this environment. We welcomed a student 
organizer to speak to us about the experiences of undocumented UVA students; we affirmed our support to 
LGBTQ students who meet in our building; we invited Charlottesville clergy who counter-protested in August 
to tell us about their experiences and their faith; and we partnered with 20 other congregations, student 
groups, and UVA departments to host Michael Twitty during the Festival of the Book in 
March. (Read more about Twitty’s visit on page 3.)  What started last summer as an appalling 
display of hate, gave us plenty of room to be as upfront and radically loving as we can be – 
and we intend to keep it up. 

Whenever you visit, whatever your questions, know that there are new things that will 
surprise you. And know that, no matter how things change, we are always striving to love 
God and to love our neighbors. At the core of our ministry is the One who makes all things 
new and who transforms strangers into sisters and brothers. 

Alli Burks ‘18 
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Capital Campaign: The Final Push 
Over the past 5 years, with the generosity of 
alumni, parents, churches, and even some 
students, we have raised $858,000 in gifts and 
pledges to our Building a Foundation for the Future 
capital campaign. With your help, we have 
completed two phases of capital improvements, 
including all planned renovations to the Cottage, 
new roofing on both buildings, a paved parking lot, 
brand new Wesley Foundation kitchen, and more.  
If you haven’t already, take a look at the pictures 
we’ve posted of our progress on the Facebook 
page. Thank you to everyone who has given and 
pledged! 

Especially after this past year in Charlottesville, we 
recognize that life at UVA and ministry at Wesley 
are in a different environment now than when we 
began this campaign. Our Board is taking this 
moment to pause and consider what’s still needed 
(in terms of work and funds) and how we will get 
there. Stay tuned for more information about this 
in the coming months. 

Meet our New SCC President, Alyssa! 
Hello, my name is Alyssa Ryberg! 
I am both blessed and excited to 
be the SCC President for the 
upcoming school year. I am a 
resident of Manassas, Virginia 
and a rising third year in the 
Curry School of Education 

majoring in Speech Pathology, as well as the 
Teacher Education program in which I am studying 
Elementary and Special Education. Along with my 
involvement in the Wesley Foundation, I am a 
member of First Year Players, with which I was a 
choreographer for the show, Anything Goes, last 
semester. I also sing with Jubilate, a Christian choir 
on grounds. Church has always been a space where 
I can be myself, as well as connect with Christ. I am 
honored to have the opportunity to create that 
space for other people, while continuing to grow in 
my own faith. One of my goals is to increase 
Wesley’s presence around grounds in order to 
share God’s love with others, including those who 
have not yet found a home in Him.  

A Place to Be. A Place to Become. 
By: Claire Corkish  

While I have always been a Christian, I had never felt the urgency before to build a 
relationship with God. My understanding of God was always in the background -- 
something I believed in but didn’t really put into practice. I’m lucky to have been part of the 
Wesley Foundation for all four of the years I studied at UVa. Looking back, I realize how 
much my faith in God has strengthened and grown during this time. The community of 
friends I found at Wesley, and the spiritual guidance of our minister, Deborah Lewis, had a 
profound impact on my faith. Tuesday night forums and Sunday night worship were 
wonderful anchor points in my week. I was baptized into the United Methodist Church my 

third year at UVa. This happened at Wesley, with all my friends and in the place that inspired me to think 
about baptism in the first place. This fall I will be moving to Boston to pursue a Master’s in Public Health. At 
UVa, I was challenged to tackle the question of vocation. In my next faith community, I can only hope to find 
a faith community as meaningful and welcoming as Wesley. In my studies, I hope to center God in all that I 
do, finding my professional and spiritual calling. 

Supporting the Wesley Foundation at UVa 
Wesley is funded through a combination of support from the Virginia Conference, the Charlottesville District, 
local congregations, student fundraising, and gifts from our alumni and friends. We are blessed by this web of 
prayer and financial support. Your gifts help us reach out to students and we are thankful for your support! 

How can I make a gift to Wesley? 

You can mail a check to the Wesley Foundation or donate online through the Alumni Association’s UVA Fund. 
More information at wesleyatuva.org under the Give tab. 



An Open Table: Culinary Historian Michael Twitty 
By: Maria Niechwiadowicz  

This spring the Wesley Foundation was able to 
bring in Michael Twitty for the annual McDonald 
Lecture in conjunction with the Virginia Festival of 
the Book. As a newly renowned food scholar and 
culinary historian, this was a big deal. In fact, 
Deborah and the Wesley Board worked for almost 
two years in advance to get him booked and 
approximately 20 other churches and organizations 

joined in to co-sponsor the event! Over the course of two days, we held a series 
of encounters and conversations entitled “An Open Table: Culinary Historian 
Michael Twitty on Southern Food and Race.” This included large events for the 
public, smaller dialogues with students, and even a period cooking 
demonstration outside on grounds! 

So who is this food guy and what is all the hype about? As an African-American, 
gay, Jewish man, Michael has made it his life duty to prepare, preserve, and 
promote African American foodways and its parent traditions in Africa and her 
Diaspora and its legacy in the food culture of the American South. Most recently 
his work has involved tracing his genes back to various parts of Africa but also to 
white slave owners. The compilation of this research is his book, “The Cooking 
Gene.” Michael takes the reader through his ancestral culinary history using 
research, DNA testing, and personal memoirs. He suggests that healing may 
come from embracing the discomfort of the Southern past and that food has to 
bring the kin of the enslaved and their former slaveholders to the table, where 
they can discover the real America together. Twitty writes, 

“I dare to believe all Southerners are a family. We are not merely 
Native, European, and African. We are Middle Eastern and South Asian 
and East Asian and Latin American, now. We are a dysfunctional family, 
but we are a family. We are unwitting inheritors of a story with many sins 
that bears the fruit of the possibility of tens times the redemption. One 
way is with reconnection with the culinary culture of the enslaved, our 
common ancestors, and restoring their names on the roots of the 
Southern tree and the table those roots support.” 

This message could not come at a better time for Charlottesville or for our 
country. In a city that is still grieving from the events of last summer, Michael 
calls us into community. He calls us to sit down with one another, share stories 
over a meal, and build relationships. But this message is not new to us. God calls 
us into community. In fact, God’s standards are higher - we are called to be 
Beloved Community. This community is inclusive, its members take care of one 
another, and this community loves without ceasing, even its enemies. 

Michael, we thank you for the reminder of God’s call to us into something 
deeper. As we enter into a summer that may be filled with reminiscent trauma 
and hurt, I pray that we can breathe compassion and live into Beloved 
Community. 



Nostalgic and Hopeful 
By: David Vaughan 

As I finish up a four-year term as chair of Wesley's Board of Directors, I am feeling 
both nostalgic and hopeful. I'm nostalgic because this role has given me an 
opportunity to reconnect with so many things that were part of my experience as a 
student more than a decade ago: game nights and cookie bakes, McDonald Lectures 
and service projects, Sunday night worship and Tuesday(?!?) night dinners. It's been 
such a joy for me to introduce my children (future UVA athletes and Wesleyanos) to 
the place where I grew so much in my faith, discovered what God was calling me to do 
with my life, and, you know, met their mother! Every time I'm at the Foundation for a 
meeting, meal, or event, it feels like coming home, and I'm ever thankful for that gift. 

But I'm even more thankful for the hope I've seen embodied at Wesley over these four years. The eyes of the 
world have been on Charlottesville a lot lately, placing tremendous pressure on the students, university staff, 
and community members we serve. I am proud that, during this chaotic time, they have found hospitality and 
welcome at Wesley. I am grateful that our ministry has built bridges, made connections, and opened up 
dialogue with diverse partners. I am encouraged by the passionate, humble, and inclusive faith that has led 
our students to stand up for those on the margins and speak out with words of truth. And I am so very 
hopeful for the future, as our ministry continues to be formed -- and transformed -- by God's loving and 
creative Spirit. 
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